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Empire Cooler Service Inc. is the one of the oldest and largest ice machine 
leasing company in the Chicago area.  The company was founded in 1932, and 
has been located in the Chicago Halsted Corridor for about 45 years.  The 
company first started renting refrigerated drinking water coolers to office 
buildings, then in the 1950’s expanded into selling ice.  Owner Dick Klaskin, 
originally was hired as a salesman and eventually bought the company in the 
early 1970’s.  Today the family run business employs 50 individuals that work 
together to provide excellent service to all of their customers. 

 
Empire Cooler Service Inc. leases and sells commercial ice-
making equipment to a list of clients; many of them are in 
the hotel and restaurant industry.  Their clients are anyone 
who uses more than 50 pounds of ice a day. The company’s 
clients are not only located throughout the Chicago area but 
also nationwide.  As a restaurant chain grows and expands 
so does Empire Cooler Service Inc. because their clients 
take the company with them.  
  

“Over the years the agency has experienced obstacles, “Vice President Dave 
Janatka said.  “Finding good employees was hard but the company solved the 
problem by conducting a more extensive background checks, drug tests and 
written test on the knowledge of streets and locations around the area”.   
  
Dave said, “Empire Cooler Service Inc. is in a central 
location by all the highways, and is close to a lot of clients 
located downtown and in Lincoln Park .  Also, there is a 
large labor pool for summer help in the area.  However, 
one improvement for the area would be creating more 
parking spaces.” The company uses the LEED Council as 
a great source of updates and information.  The company 
would like additional information on any developments on 
additional parking in the area. 
  
Empire Cooler Service, Inc. offers unbeatable lease benefits that make them 
competitive in their industry.  Some of these benefits are as follows: 
  

·  The company guarantees ice 7 days and nights a week, 365 days a year. 
 



·  The prompt service executed by highly trained fully equipped refrigeration 
mechanics. 

 
·  The company guarantees no one can offer their service and machine 

quality at a better price. 
 

·  The flexibility that the company will upgrade equipment at no penalty to 
meet growing needs of other companies. 

 
·  The costs will not increase during the term of a lease. 

 
·  Empire Cooler Inc. has served Chicagoland for over 70 years. 

  
  

As a lunch suggestion Dave suggests Windy City Grill on 
Ogden and Chicago Avenue Finkel’s and Cravings on 
Halsted and Chicago Avenue.    
  
Thank you Empire Cooler Service Inc. for being a supporter 
and may you continue to be Illinois’ leading distributor of 
commercial ice making and commercial refrigeration 
equipment.   
 


