LEED COUNCIL FOCUSES ON A MEMBER:  THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE FREEDOM CENTER

The Chicago Tribune Freedom Center

777 W. Chicago Ave.

Chicago, IL 60610

1-800-874-2863

www.chicagotribune.com
 

The Chicago Tribune Freedom Center has been home to the newspaper's printing presses at 777 W. Chicago Ave. , Chicago , for 25 years. The 940,000-sq.-ft. facility, stretching along the Chicago River between Grand and Chicago Avenues just east of Halsted Street , is the site of the production and distribution of nearly 600,000 daily and one million Sunday newspapers. 
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The Freedom Center got its name through an employee competition. The employee suggested the name because of the building's dedication to the freedom of the press. It houses a newsprint warehouse, pressroom and packaging center and is home to about 1,400 employees, almost half of the Chicago Tribune workforce. Freedom Center prints the Chicago Tribune, RedEye, Hoy, the Midwest edition of The New York Times and other commercial printing work.

The Chicago Tribune Freedom Center is part of the Tribune, a media industry leader reaching more than 80 percent of U.S. households through newspaper publishing, television and radio broadcasting and the Internet. Operations are concentrated in the nation’s major markets, including the top three, New York , Los Angeles and Chicago.

The company was founded in 1847. That year, on June 10th, the Chicago Tribune published its first edition in a one-room plant located at LaSalle and Lake Streets. The original press run consisted of 400 copies printed on a hand press.

[image: image2.jpg]CHEER U,

i the midst of & calsmity without
paralel i the world's History, looks
ing upon the  ashes ‘of thirty yeard’

Rcculdtions e pdople mm,j

besuiful city have fesolved that
HICAGOSHALLRISE AGAT




In 1869, the Tribune erected its first building, a four-story structure at Dearborn and Madison Streets. In October 1871, when the Great Chicago Fire raged through the city, the wooden building was destroyed, as was most of the city. The Tribune reappeared two days later with an editorial declaring "Chicago Shall Rise Again." The newspaper’s editor and part-owner, Joseph Medill, was elected mayor and led the city’s reconstruction. A native Ohioan who first acquired an interest in the Tribune in 1855, Medill gained full control of the newspaper in 1874 and guided it until his death in 1899.
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In 1925, the company completed a new headquarters and one of Chicago ’s first "skyscrapers." Tribune Tower ’s neo-Gothic design was chosen from 263 entries in a $100,000 international competition. The 36-story building is a Chicago landmark and perhaps best known for the many historic stones and artifacts embedded in its limestone exterior.

A century of family leadership, starting with Joseph Medill in 1855, ended with the passing of Col. Robert R. McCormick, the longtime editor and publisher of the Chicago Tribune, in 1955. The McCormick Tribune Foundation was established as a charitable trust upon McCormick’s death and now claims assets of more than $2 billion and annual giving of $100 million. 
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A key event in 1981 was Tribune’s acquisition of the Chicago Cubs baseball team from the Wrigley family for $20.5 million.

Tribune Entertainment Company was created in 1982 and today develops, produces and distributes television programming.  The group manages all aspects of the company’s TV and newspaper sites, plus special-interest sites like ChicagoSports.com and many sites featuring local dining and entertainment information. Affiliated national-brand classified advertising sites, in which Tribune owns an equity interest, include CareerBuilder, cars.com and apartments.com.

Daily newspapers targeting urban commuters represent yet another growth initiative. The Chicago Tribune launched its RedEye edition in 2002.  The tabloid is distributed free of charge and geared to young adults who want their news in a fast-paced, entertaining format. 

A timeline of other notable achievements and historical facts about Tribune’s history are offered here: 

1861   "Tribune Company" established as an Illinois corporation

 

1983   Tribune Company goes public

             

1995   Tribune gains an equity interest in The WB Television Network

 

1997   Tribune acquires Renaissance Communications -- six television stations join Tribune Broadcasting Company:

KDAF-TV in Dallas , WBZL-TV in Miami ,  KTXL-TV in Sacramento ,  
WXIN-TV in Indianapolis ,  WTIC-TV in Hartford ,  WPMT-TV in Harrisburg  

 

 2000  Eight daily newspapers join Tribune Publishing Company:

           Los Angeles Times,   The Sun ( Baltimore ),  Newsday ( New York )

           Hoy ( New York ),  The Morning Call ( Allentown , Pa. ),  Hartford Courant

           Greenwich Time ( Greenwich , Conn. ),  The Advocate ( Stamford , Conn.)

            

2003   Tribune Publishing launches Hoy in Chicago

 

2006   Tribune Interactive acquires ForSaleByOwner.com 

           Tribune announces 75 million share stock repurchase 

Tribune/Gannett expand equity stakes in CareerBuilder.com, ShopLocal.com and Topix.net  

 

2007   Tribune becomes private company
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Over the years the company has grown in the local community.  When asked what are the community’s strengths as a place to do business, Facilities Manager Jack Devedjian said, “Location is great!  Being in close proximity to the expressway and major roads makes it convenient to transport media newspapers locally and out of state.”  When asked what are some of the weaknesses he stated, “The increasing cost of real estate taxes, taxes in general” He continued with saying, “Having a manufacturing facility surrounded by a residential area is a barrier to growth.  Having trucks carrying 72,000 pounds of freight go up and down the streets at 2:00am can cause complaints.”  

 

The LEED Council is currently working with the Chicago Tribune Freedom Center, other local firms and local city departments on an alternative Truck Road for the Elston Corridor and Chicago-Halsted PMDs.  The Truck Road would link the Tribune Freedom Center to the Kennedy Expressway utilizing existing rail road right of way, there by helping to minimize truck traffic on the community’s major arterial roads.  

 

We thank the Tribune for all their support and for keeping Chicagoans and many more individuals informed!

