LEED COUNCIL FOCUSES ON A MEMBER:  CALUMET PHOTOGRAPHIC

Calumet Photographic

1111 N Cherry Ave.
Chicago, IL 60622
(312) 440-4920
www.calumetphoto.com
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Calumet Photographic is the top drawer in the photographer's toolbox. Whether you enjoy the slosh and spill of chemicals in the traditional darkroom or prefer the immediacy of the digital darkroom, Calumet has what you need from cameras and cables to studio lighting and computers. Amateur to professional photographers from around the world such as Olaf Veltman, Tim Wolcott and Elizabeth Carmel have been depending on Calumet Photographic for nearly 70 years because they know where to go for the equipment they need and expert advice they can't get anywhere else. 

In 1939, Kenneth Becker formed Calumet Manufacturing Company in Chicago . Originally, he sold sporting goods and just a few cameras through the store. Eventually, Calumet began to manufacture stainless steel developing trays and other darkroom equipment.
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In 1955, Kodak decided to get out of the view camera business, selling Calumet the rights to its Master View 4x5 camera. It set the course for other photographic innovations by Calumet in the 1960s, such as the Caltar large format lens line, the C-2 roll film holder and the nitrogen burst film and print processors.

In 1980, after 40 years of manufacturing and selling its mostly large-format proprietary product lines, Calumet became a full-line supplier of professional photographic products. The result was the first photo supply catalog. Calumet sells high-quality products. They never sell "gray market" products, products that are not kept within the manufacturer-to-distributor-to-dealer network. For example, they sell only fresh film and paper.
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During the winter of 1999 the privately held company continued to grow and as an outcome moved to the Goose Island Planned Manufacturing District.   When Operations Manager Jose Montalvo was asked what he liked about the area for his business he said laughing, “The North Avenue bridge is almost opened.”  Some things that could be improved in the area are traffic congestion and the need for increased security to prevent thieves from stealing company property.

 

The company has grown over the years and currently employs about 85 people at the Goose Island location.  Some of the positions at the company are marketing, advertising, IT/ web, sales, security and warehouse. Although the company has been very successful, there have been some obstacles. “The economy affects everyone.  In order to stay competitive you must use aggressive marketing, reduce costs, follow a budget, and look at your company’s operations everyday” says Jose. The company maintains its competitive edge and uniqueness by having excellent locations across the United States and Europe .  They have knowledgeable and friendly people who are dedicated to helping their customers get the products they need. The company is committed to offering their customers a fresh and interesting variety of in-store events and seminars to ensure their customers stay on the cutting edge in whatever they do. 
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Calumet Photographic and the LEED Council have worked closely together on different issues over the years. Jose mentioned, “We had concerns with local repair facilities using the area for their speed test drives which would tend to lead to excessive speed in the area.  The LEED Council assisted us with placing stop signs to control the speed of traffic.  Also, the LEED Council is a great way to maintain positive dialogue with city contacts.” 

 

Jose stated that Café LaGuardia is a good place for Caribbean food.  It is located at 2111 West Armitage Avenue.

